
Introduction
The National Elephant Action Plans (NEAPs) can only
be successfully executed when the plans have a clear
link to developing sustainable wildlife economies,
and when resource gaps are filled in order to
guarantee planned investment levels. Given that the
resources necessary to implement NEAPs are likely to
be both under-estimated and under-financed, this
guidance note outlines national resource mobilization
options, steps and processes.
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§ Resourcing the NEAPs will require stronger 

partnerships between national authorities and 
traditional and non-traditional donors;

§ Primary donors promoting Elephant Protection 
include the United Nations Development 
Program, Global Environment Facility, European 
Union, United States Agency for International 
Development, World Bank and UK Governments;

§ Linking NEAPs with the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SGDs) is vital and implies fostering 
sustainable wildlife economies; with elephant 
protection deployed as part of a landscape 
conservation approach;

§ National Authorities must employ NEAP Resource 
Mobilization Experts, trained in donor 
procurement and so-called ‘Calls for Proposals’ 
with detailed understanding of national and 
donor procurement procedures;

§ There is an increasing shift towards blended 
financing; linking public and private funding for 
conservation, and new financing models should 
be explored to leverage private capital; 

§ Links to resource mobilization online documents 
are embedded in this Guidance Note, and should 
be used to better inform any approach when 
reaching out to an international development 
partner.

Estimating Resource Gaps

This Guidance Note aims to provide all the necessary 
information for relevant national authorities to 
engage multilateral and bilateral donors, 
international financing institutions and other funding 
partners to fill resourcing gaps.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

A critical part of resourcing the NEAPs is making sure 
that the prioritization and costing of activities being 
selected are aligned to the African Elephant Action 
Plan (AEAP) objectives and focused on maximizing 
impact. This means that there must be a close 
alignment between the activities to be undertaken 
and the outcomes expected, as well as clear links as 
to how these activities will likely be funded. 

The resource mobilization strategy for each NEAP in 
effect focuses on how to fund resource gaps only. 
Obviously, the size of the resource gap depends on 
the selection of priority actions, and it is important 
to neither under or over estimate needs. Critical 
here is aiming to build sustainable wildlife 
economies, deploying both public and private funds, 
and as such ideally the costing of NEAPs would 
therefore include both public and private financing 
needs. Finally, as most NEAPs are already 
substantially funded by Government and key 
cooperation partners, to a large extent this note 
focuses on how to mobilize resources for activities 
that are not already funded.



Mobilizing resources to support sustainable wildlife based economies 
can be pioneered through NEAPs. For that to happen, not only must the 

NEAP be aligned to the African Elephant Action Plan (AEAP), it must
also present a business model that attracts finance.



Once the resource gap is sufficiently calculated, the 
next task is for national authorities to identify the most 
likely financier for unfunded activities. There are a 
number of options which can be explored, as outlined 
below:

1. Work with the Minister of Finance to increase 
national budget resource allocations for the NEAP;

2. Build relationships with key United Nations and 
international cooperation partners to unlock new 
resource flows; 

3. Identify private equity investors through public 
private dialogue related to the development of 
public private partnership models.

The following section provides guidance to authorities 
on mobilizing resources for each of the three options 
outlined above. Building national capacities to 
strengthen the investor framework is key, as is learning 
the rater unique procurement processes for each 
entity.

Resource mobilization refers to all activities involved in 
securing new and additional resources for your 
organization. It also involves making better use of, and 
maximizing, existing resources. 

Resource mobilization is often referred to as 'New 
Business Development’.

The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) has entered into a strategic partnership 
with the EPI to support the financing of NEAPs. This relationship not only provides a channel 
for sourcing funding, but it also provides access to the UN system; to support resource 
mobilization. In particular, the NEAPs support Sustainable Development Goal 15; Life on Land. 
Goal 15 targets that the NEAPs align with are provided below:

§ By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by 
desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world;

ENGAGING FINANCIERSFinancing Sustainable 
Wildlife Economies
As stated above, the entire business model for NEAPs 
must focus on creating viable wildlife economies. 
Whether at the level of national parks, conservation 
areas, protected areas of wildlife corridors, NEAPs must 
develop sets of activities beyond pure conservation, 
with the aim of accelerating revenue collection; that can 
be put back into conservation and protection activities. 
For this to happen the resource mobilization strategy 
must represent an honest appraisal of future resource 
needs, beyond what authorities may consider as being 
immediately within reach. Such an approach is 
important for the reasons outlined below:

§ Forecasting resource needs based on the premise 
that only limited resources are available will lead to 
sub-optimal results and negatively impact 
sustainability;

§ There are considerable untapped resources that 
national authorities have yet to unlock, and yet such 
resources can be a game changer in terms of long-
term sustainment; and,

§ Private capital flows into parks are often based 
triggered by strengthening the park business model 
and through concessions, none of which require 
state financing.

Ideally, once a business plan is developed for national 
elephant protection – based on a landscape based 
approach – the actual resource needs to drive a more 
sustainable model will emerge as part of the costing 
exercise. At this point, the resource gap will represent a 
realistic ‘resource envelope’ around which authorities 
can seek to attract additional financing. 

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (UNDP)

RESOURCE MOBILIZATION

www.elephantprotectioninitiative.org

https://www.elephantprotectioninitiative.org/


The UNDP Country Representative is informed of the 
EPI, and is available to meet national authorities to 
discuss how to fill resource gaps for the NEAPs.

Moreover, as the EPI is now a window within the UNDP 
Lion’s Share Global Wildlife initiative, the preferred 
route for raising resources is through this Multi Partner 
Trust Fund (MPTF). More details are available about 
the Lions Share through the EPI Secretariat.

Download the UNDP ‘Support to the Implementation 
of the Sustainable Development Goals’ here. 

Contact the EPI UNDP Focal Person:  
rms@elephantprotectioninitiative.org 

The 7th Global Environment Facility (GEF-7) maintains a clear focus on developing sustainable wildlife 
economies, through an integrated approach. Focal Area Investments include:

§ Biodiversity Mainstreaming in Priority Sectors;
§ Global Wildlife Program (preventing the extinction of known threatened species, and 

wildlife for sustainable development);
§ Natural Capital Assessment and Accounting;
§ Sustainable Use of Plant and Animal Genetic Resources;
§ Inclusive Conservation

One of the Impact Programs under which NEAPs may be able to mobilize resources is the ‘Sustainable Forest Management 
Impact Program (Amazon, Congo Basin and Dryland Sustainable Landscapes).

USEFUL INFORMATIONUNDP 
CONTINUED...

§ By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain 
ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in order to 
enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are 
essential for sustainable development;

§ Take urgent and significant action to reduce the 
degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of 
biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent the 
extinction of threatened species;

§ Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of 
protected species of flora and fauna, and address both 
demand and supply of illegal wildlife products;

§ By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values 
into national and local planning, development 
processes, poverty reduction strategies and accounts;

§ Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources 
from all sources to conserve and sustainably use 
biodiversity and ecosystems;

§ Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all 
levels to finance sustainable forest management and 
provide adequate incentives to developing countries to 
advance such management, including for conservation 
and reforestation; 

§ Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching 
and trafficking of protected species, including by 
increasing the capacity of local communities to pursue 
sustainable livelihood opportunities.

GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY (GEF) 7
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Read more on the Africa-EU Strategic Partnership here.  

In Africa, the European Union commits resources for 
international development through the European 
Development Fund (EDF).  The EDF is the EU's main 
instrument for providing development aid to African, 
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries and to overseas 
countries and territories (OCTs).  The EDF funds 
cooperation activities in the fields of economic 
development, social and human development as well 
as regional cooperation and integration, and now 
reports performance against the SDGs. It is financed by 
direct contributions from EU Member States according 
to a contribution key and is covered by its own 
financial rules.  The total financial resources of the 11th 
EDF amount to €30.5 billion for the period 2014-2020.

The EDF is established within the framework of an international agreement between the EU and its partner countries. 
This ACP-EU Partnership Agreement – also known as the ‘Cotonou Agreement’ – was concluded in 2000 and is revised 
every five years.

EUROPEAN UNION (EU)GEF-7 
CONTINUED...
The GEF-7 Programming Directions is seeking maximum 
impact across its focal areas through integrated 
programming. 

The GEF2020 strategy argues that achieving the 
objectives of multilateral environmental agreements 
requires the GEF to support country priorities that are 
ultimately aimed at tackling the drivers of environmental 
degradation in an integrated fashion. For this reason, the 
focal areas, which remain the central organizing feature 
in the GEF-7 Programming Directions, provide countries 
with the the opportunity to participate in selected 
“Impact Programs” focusing on:
i. Food systems, Land Use and Restoration; 
ii. Sustainable Cities; and 
iii. Sustainable Forest Management. 

The Impact Programs are designed to help countries 
pursue holistic and integrated approaches for 
transformational change in these key systems in line with 
countries’ national development priorities.

More details on GEF-7 programming can be found here.  

For more information on GEF-7 and the EPI email 
rms@elephantprotectioninitiative.org

EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK (EDF)

The Commission's Directorate-General for International Cooperation and Development (DG DEVCO) is responsible for 
designing European international cooperation and development policy and delivering aid throughout the world.  

More about AIDOC can be found here. 

Engaging the EU in financing NEAPs will require national park, conservation and environment authorities to engage their 
Minister of Finance or Economy, where the National Authorizing Officer (NAO) sits. 

EU DG-DEVCO

The Joint Africa-EU Strategy (JAES) 
was launched at the Africa–EU Summit
in Lisbon in 2007 and sets out the 
intention of both continents to move 
beyond a donor/recipient relationship 
towards long-term cooperation on jointly identified, 
mutual and complementary  interests. It is based on 
principles of ownership, partnership and solidarity and 
its adoption marks a new phase in Africa-EU relations.  

www.elephantprotectioninitiative.org
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Regional Indicative Program (RIP):  
In addition to NIPs, the EU also has established RIPs in 
Africa, around which regional level strategic issues and 
priorities can be implemented. As elephant and wider 
wildlife protection are transboundary issues, NEAPs 
could well be financed through RIPs, and should 
involve the EPI Secretariat as a regional approach 
implies cooperation between multiple national 
authorities. 

Read the Regional Indicative Program for Eastern 
Africa, Southern Africa and the Indian Ocean (2014 –
2020) here and the West African RIP here. 

Calls for Proposals: 
In addition to NIP and RIP EDF allocations, the EU also 
has Calls for Proposals which include a large set of 
activities, many of which are aligned to the NEAPs. 

As Calls for Proposals target not-for-profit actions, 
National authorities would do well to keep an eye on 
these opportunities, and to partner with either of the 
two EPI Secretariat Agencies (Conservation 
International or Stop Ivory).  

Additional information can be provided by EPI’s 
Knowledge and Economic Partner Geopolicity Inc.

EUROPEAN UNION (EU)ENGAGING 
THE EU…
The NAO is the national counterpart to the European 
Commission and therefore leads discussion for the 
Government to align Government and EU cooperation 
priorities. For NEAPs to be financed by the EU, they must 
therefore be aligned to the National Indicative Programs 
(NIPs) or Regional Indicative Programs (RIPs).  

The NAO, NIPs and RIPs are summarized below:

National Authorizing Officer (NAO): 
For resource gaps to be considered for funding by the 
EU, national park, environment and conservation 
authorities will need to engage their Minister of Finance 
and NAO, to secure political support to engage the EU 
Delegation and Ambassador in considering introducing 
NEAPs into the NIP.  The best entry point relates to EU 
support for SDG 15, 14 or 13.  Engaging the NAO is a 
necessary first step to present the NEAPs to EU Officials, 
and to begin the process whereby NEAPs can be inserted 
into the NIP.  Once the NEAP is mentioned in the NIP, the 
EU can consider support for it.  However, for this to 
happen, elephant protection will need to be linked to 
wider landscape conservation efforts and sustainable 
wildlife economies.

National Indicative Program (NIP):
Traditionally the NIPs focused on 3-5 strategic priorities, 
often including governance, agriculture, education or 
health.  With the new SDG investment framework 
however the number of priorities is increasing. For the 
EU to consider support for NEAPs on a regular basis, the 
argument will have to be made that investing in elephant 
protection has wider multipliers, for example, improving 
the national economy, community development, 
conservation of biodiversity and natural resources or 
state stability. Once the NEAP has been located within 
the NIP, in theory at least, this would then be a joint 
priority that can be financed through EDF.

www.elephantprotectioninitiative.org
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The World Bank Group’s Country Partnership 
Framework (CPF) aims to make our country-driven 
model more systematic, evidence-based, selective, and 
focused on the Bank’s twin goals of ending extreme 
poverty and increasing shared prosperity in a 
sustainable manner. 

The CPF replaces the Country Assistance Strategy 
(CAS). Used in conjunction with a Systematic Country 
Diagnostic (SCD), the CPF guides the World Bank 
Group's (WBG) support to a member country. 

Read more on Country Strategies here, and Policy 
Procedures here.

COUNTRY PARTNERSHIPTHE 
WORLD BANK
The World Bank is a bank to Government, and has 
shown growing interest to integrating wildlife activities 
into national investment plans. 

The World Bank has established a Global Wildlife 
Program (GWP) and recently published work on 
‘Growing Wildlife-Based Tourism Sustainably’. Read 
more about the GWP here and work on wildlife 
tourisms here. 

Collectively, the GWP countries make up an incredible 
repository of biodiversity and potential for sustainable 
development. The program’s integrated platform 
supports national governments, Ministries of 
Environment and Natural Resources and the 
Department of Wildlife and Protected Areas across 19 
countries. In Africa, the GWP has programs in Botswana, 
Cameroon, Ethiopia, Gabon, Kenya, Malawi, Mali, 
Mozambique, the Republic of Congo (WBG), Republic of 
Congo (UNDP), South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia, and 
Zimbabwe.

The GWP collaborates with development partners in the 
ground to reduce the impacts of wildlife poaching and 
trafficking, and promote livelihood activities by local 
communities. The implementing agencies channeling 
the funds to the governments or other partners for the 
national projects are the World Bank Group, United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP), United Nations 
Environment Program (UN Environment), and the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB).

The GWP works with the International Consortium to 
Combat Wildlife Crime (ICCWC), donors and 
conservation partners to implement an integrated 
approach for biodiversity conservation, wildlife crime 
prevention and sustainable development, including:

• The Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
Secretariat;

• International Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN);

• Traffic;
• WildAid;
• Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS);
• World Wildlife Fund (WWF).

http://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/country-strategies
https://policies.worldbank.org/sites/ppf3/PPFDocuments/Forms/DispPage.aspx?docid=3630&ver=current
http://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/global-wildlife-program
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2018/03/01/growing-wildlife-based-tourism-sustainably-a-new-report-and-qa
https://www.cites.org/
https://www.iucn.org/
http://www.traffic.org/
http://www.traffic.org/
https://www.wcs.org/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/


USAID generally follows the below steps (some steps 
may overlap): 

Step 1. Project Design:  
USAID Missions develop an overarching Country 
Development Cooperation Strategy (CDCS) with 
substantial input from partner governments, industry, 
civil society, and development partners to understand 
challenges and resources available.  From the CDCS, 
USAID then designs projects and activities to create an 
acquisition and assistance (A&A) plan.  

Step 2. Identify the Requirement:  
USAID will work towards defining the results to be 
accomplished under discrete activities which may be 
obtained via an assistance or acquisition award.  
Acquisition refers to obtaining goods and services, 
through various types of contracts, for the use or 
benefit of the Agency. Interested organizations submit 
a proposal in response to a Request for Proposals (RFP) 
that states the Agency’s requirements and how USAID 
will evaluate and select the successful offeror/bidder.  
USAID typically exercises a higher level of control over 
the partner in obtaining results.

Assistance refers to transferring funds (or other 
valuables) from USAID to another party for the 
implementation of programs that contribute to the 
public good and in furtherance of the objectives of the 
Foreign Assistance Act.  Interested organizations 
submit an application in response to an Annual 
Program Statement (APS) or Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO) which usually provides a program 
description and how USAID will evaluate and select the 
successful applicant.  USAID does not need substantial 
involvement with the program implementation for 
grants. USAID is substantially involved with the 
recipient in program implementation for cooperative 
agreements.

STEP WISE APPROACHWORLD BANK 
CONTINUED…
While the EPI Board and Secretariat are developing 
relationships with the World Bank Global Wildlife 
Program (GWP), national authorities are encouraged to 
approach the World Bank Country Director and to 
arrange to present the NEAP to the World Bank Country 
Management Team with a view to engaging the Bank 
Team, to see if a Project Appraisal Document (PAD) can 
be developed; to finance critical investments.

While the programming cycle for World Bank support will 
depend on formal agreement between the Bank and 
Ministry of Finance, and can take 12-18 months to put in 
place, such a long term strategic partner is desirable for 
the AEAP and NEAP investment framework.

USAID is one of the largest donors in the world, with a 
considerable interest in both African and in protecting 
wildlife and conserving nature. 

As a strategic partner, USAID must be considered a prime 
partner for supporting NEAPs, given its support for host 
governments through the small grants program.

Thankfully, USAID supports actions and partners in all 
areas under the African Elephant Action Plan (AEAP) 
objective structure, including wildlife conservation, 
biodiversity, wildlife crime, forestry and trafficking. 
USAID has ongoing in country programs in many 
countries, and reaching out to USAID officials will be the 
first key entry point for resourcing financing gaps.  

UNITED STATES 
AGENCY FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT



STEP WISE APPROACH
Step 3. Market Research:  
USAID conducts market research to 
determine how best to implement our 
development objectives for delivery of 
foreign assistance.  During this step, USAID 
acquires information on the level of local capacity 
available and the participation of small business, as well 
as the feasibility of the requirement.  For more 
information, see ADS 302. Although not specifically 
identified as “market research” for assistance, USAID 
may reach out to potential applicants and use 
Grants.gov to collect comments and feedback on 
specific proposed programs. 

Step 4. Agency Business Forecast: 
Once the Agency has decided to pursue an activity, we 
inform the public through the Agency's Business 
Forecast. The Forecast provides tentative information 
about the planned activity. 

Step 5. Solicitation: 
The solicitation (an RFP, NOFO, or APS) provides a 
description of the requirement or program and how 
USAID will evaluate the offeror/applicant.  USAID uses 
the following various methods to publish the 
solicitation:

• Requests for Proposals:  FBO.gov is where USAID 
releases most Agency contract opportunities;

• Notice of Funding Opportunity and Annual Program 
Statements:  Grants.gov is where USAID releases a 
NOFO or an APS.  A NOFO is usually for a specific 
program (s) and open for a limited time.  An APS is 
normally open for a year and is meant to encourage 
concept papers on a wider range of programs before 
a second stage submission of a full application for 
those concept papers deemed potentially viable. 

Step 6. Evaluation: 
As a part of the technical proposal review, typical 
evaluation criteria include the following: 
i. Past Performance (does not have to be USAID past 

performance)
ii. Technical Approach
iii. Personnel 
iv. Corporate Capability
v. Management Plans. 

USAID provides the criteria it will use to make an 
award decision in each solicitation. The solicitation 
criteria include technical and cost/price factors, and 
will specify the relative importance of the various 
factors.

Step 7. Negotiation: 
The NEAP national authority may be contacted by a 
Contracting or Agreement Officer (CO/AO) if your 
proposal or application is being considered for an 
award.  Contracting and Agreement Officers will be 
your organization's key interface for doing business 
with USAID.  If USAID wants to negotiate with your 
organization before deciding whether or not to award 
to you, your organization should learn about our 
policies that will become a part of the contract or 
assistance award.

Step 8. Award:  
Once the above steps are completed, USAID will award 
to the selected organization. In most cases, the 
organization will be invited to a post-award conference 
to discuss implementation and any questions from the 
organization.  

Additionally, throughout the implementation period, 
the organization may contact the Contracting or 
Agreement Officer’s Representative (COR/AOR) 
designated in the award for technical guidance.  All 
matters concerning the award must be directed to the 
Contracting or Agreement Officer.  In the event the 
organization cannot reach an agreement with the 
above individual officers, you may contact our Agency 
Ombudsman.

Addresses for the various USAID Africa Missions can be 
found here.

https://www.usaid.gov/mission-directory


The UK Government Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
(DEFRA) and UK Department for 
International Development (DFID) 
have strategic interest in wildlife 
conservation and protection. Moreover, the UK 
Government has played a key role in supporting the 
EPI, is keen to see the success of the NEAPs as essential 
building blocks for an effective AEAP and is taking a 
leading role in combating the illegal wildlife trade.  
Importantly, DEFRA and DFID have joined forces to ban 
Ivory sales in the UK. 

UK Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs, 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office and Department for 
International Development held the London Illegal 
Wildlife Trade Conference in October 2018, at which 
the inaugural meeting of the EPI Consultative Group 
was launched. This was the 4th consecutive conference 
on IWT, after London in 2014 through to Kasane in 
2015 and Hanoi in 2016, with aims to bring together 
international leadership and secure political 
commitment to bring an end to IWT.

The UK Government has multiple Calls for Application 
for Illegal Wildlife Trade Challenge Fund and Darwin 
Initiatives. 

IWT CHALLENGE FUNDUK 
GOVERNMENT Key areas being resourced through partners include the 

following activities:

Developing sustainable livelihoods and economic 
development, especially by:
§ Supporting alternatives to engaging in the illegal 

wildlife trade;
§ Encouraging community led wildlife conservation, 

including retention of benefits within local 
communities;

§ Addressing the challenges of human-wildlife conflict.

Strengthening law enforcement, especially by:
§ Addressing corruption;
§ Building capacity to prevent illicit financial flows from 

the illegal wildlife trade;
§ Improving law enforcement and border control in key 

source, transit and destination countries.

Reducing demand for IWT products by:
§ Using evidence-based interventions to reduce 

demand for IWT products;
§ Working with businesses to keep IWT products out of 

the supply chain; and,
§ Establishing partnerships between source, transit and 

destination countries.



The Darwin Initiative is a UK government grants 
scheme that helps to protect biodiversity and the 
natural environment in developing countries. The 
initiative funds projects that help countries rich in 
biodiversity but poor in financial resources to meet 
their objectives under one or more of the following 
biodiversity conventions:

§ The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
§ The Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES)
§ The Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing
§ The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources 

for Food and Agriculture
§ The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands
§ The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory 

Species of Wild Animals (CMS)

For questions about policy, contact the Darwin 
Secretariat at the Department for Food and Rural 
Affairs. Email: darwin@defra.gsi.gov.uk

For queries about project applications, contact the 
applications team. Email: darwin-
applications@ltsi.co.uk

For queries relating to new and existing projects, 
contact the project administrators. Email: darwin-
projects@ltsi.co.uk

More about the Darwin Initiative can be found here.

DFID COUNTRY PROGRAMSDARWIN INITIATIVE
DFID Country Programs increasingly support climate and 
biodiversity investments, and national authorities would 
do well to engage DFID Country Teams to discuss options 
for strategic support. 

The preferred process is for the NEAP Director to reach 
out to the DFID Country Program Manager, to arrange to 
present the NEAP to key staff, and to discuss how NEAPs 
fit into the country investment program already 
established.  DFID advisors will be able to capably advisE
the NEAP team about possible funding options, and 
might even make introductions to other donors.  In 
advance, details of funds, countries, sectors, eligible 
organizations and value of funding can be found here. 

Examples of DFID investment programs that might 
overlap with NEAP objectives are provided below:

Southern Africa Trust
The Southern Africa Trust provides grants to civil society 
organisations representing the poor through policy 
development in the region. 

UK Aid Connect
UK Aid Connect will support consortia to create 
innovative solutions to complex development challenges 
that deliver real change to poor people’s lives.

Forest Governance, Markets and Climate Programme
FGMC will provide a new round of grants for projects 
that support governance and market reforms that reduce 
the illegal use of forest resources and benefit poor 
people.

http://www.cbd.int/
http://www.cites.org/
http://www.cbd.int/abs/
http://www.planttreaty.org/
https://www.ramsar.org/
https://www.cms.int/
mailto:darwin@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:darwin-applications@ltsi.co.uk
mailto:darwin-projects@ltsi.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/the-darwin-initiative
https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding
https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding/southern-africa-trust
https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding/uk-aid-connect
https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding/forest-governance-markets-and-climate-2015-grants-round


There is an increasing shift to blended finance, where public and private funds are brought together to draw down
the risk for the private sector; in order to increase rates of investment. Examples of funds that could be approached
related to private sector NEAP activities include, but are not limited to:

Global Innovation Fund
GIF provides grants, loans and equity of between £30,000 to £10m for social innovations to transform the lives and
opportunities of people living in poverty.

Emerging Africa Infrastructure Fund
EAIF is a public-private partnership providing long-term debt finance for construction and development of private
infrastructure in sub-Saharan Africa.

Africa Enterprise Challenge Fund
AECF awards grants to private sector companies to support new and innovative business models in Africa.

Private Infrastructure Development Group
Aims to encourage private infrastructure investment in developing countries that contributes to economic growth
and poverty reduction.

PRIVATE EQUITY FOCUS

https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding/global-innovation-fund
https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding/emerging-africa-infrastructure-fund
https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding/africa-enterprise-challenge-fund
https://www.gov.uk/international-development-funding/private-infrastructure-development-group

